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Hi Travel Club Members and Friends 

We continue to truck along well and we are excited about the new tours we have on offer in this newsletter.  We 

have brought back a few old favourites, but even they have had a bit of a shake up to make them more exciting.   
 
DEMENTIA AUCKLAND Donations:   
Passengers (refunds, donations) = $1,448 
Everybody that chose to donate any refund/overpayment money should have received a 

receipt directly from Dementia Auckland.  Please contact us if you have not.   

Percentage of profits from Each Tour = $3,782 
Total amount donated to Dementia Auckland to date = $5,230 é.. since Jan ô21, not bad during a Global Pandemic! 

Off to a cracking start and the team at Dementia Auckland are thrilled we chose to support them.   

We are proud to say that booking with SHIP n SHORE  is a guaranteed donation to Dementia Auckland.    
Our new website:  Our new website is finally up and running.  Weôve just got to learn how to keep it up to dateéeek!  

The website also includes a link to Dementia Auckland, if you wish to donate directly to them.  
 
  

Happy 25th Birthday to SHIP n SHORE Tours  On the 1st September 2021 SHIP n SHORE Tours and Cruises Ltd 

has been open for business for a quarter of a century!  25,000 people on over a thousand tours seems quite surreal.  

What a milestone!  ñBruce, do you remember our very first tour to Sheepworld on 1st September 1996?  I do.ò  This 

is also a really good time to thank you all for trusting us to deliver great tours.  We donôt always get it right but still 

strive to improve our service in a way that works for us all.  We are especially grateful of your support over the past 

year, when being in the tourist industry has been extremely challenging.  Thank you.  Feeling fortunate to be in NZ.  
  
To book the tour of your choice, ring/email to check availability first, then fill in the Tour Booking Form on Page 8 

and post/email as soon as youôve made your payment (payments need to be made as soon as we have confirmed 

your booking, to secure your place).  Please check the óConditions and Refundsô on Page 8 prior to booking, to avoid 

confusion.  Free membership to everyone, with free home pick-ups for most areas of the Hibiscus Coast and North 

Shore.  If you live outside these areas we can arrange to meet you at a central location en-route.   

If you receive two newsletters please pass one on to a neighbor or friend.                     Kind regards - Karen and Ron 

 

 

Hereôs something a little different
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Spring has sprung!  Kick the Winter Blues with this little gem of a tour!  
 
Tuesday  Fly Auckland to Palmerston North and head straight out to a 

Robotic Dairy Farm.  Hear how these farmers have trained their cows to milk 

themselves! éwith the help of three Lely Astronaut A4 robots.  You will have 

a chance to get up close to the cows, walk through paddocks and Lunch in 

óPoppaôs Shedô.   Learn how the farm transitioned to robotics, animal health, 

grazing systems, feeding regime, plus breeding and calving.  This will be 

great!   We overnight at the Copthorne Palmerston North Hotel.  
Wednesday  This morning we catch the Northern Explorer Train taking us 

through the dramatic white cliffs of the Mangaweka Gorge through Taihape 

then on to Ohakune, where Ron is waiting for us, with the SHIP n SHORE 

coach.  We pay our respects at Tangiwhai before arriving at the Waiouru 

Army Museum for a Guided Tour of the unique collections of military 

artifacts, life-sized exhibits and the beautifully moving Tears on Greenstone.  óLest we Forgetô.  We stay two nights at 

the óGrand old Ladyô - Chateau Tongariro Hotel.   
Thursday  After Breakfast, join Ron and Karen on the nearby DOC 

(Easy Grade) optional, Silica Rapids Walk, including a swing bridge, 

native bush, boardwalks, glorious mountain views, volcanic rocks and 

orange river beds (40mins or 90 mins).  At midday the Mountain Goat 

(shuttle) picks us up from our hotel and takes us up the mountain to 

Whakapapa Ski Resort to the Sky Waka (gondola).  This ócabinô can 

seat 10 people and has floor to ceiling windows, taking us up 1.8km to 

the Pinnacles Café 2,020m above sea level, making this the highest 

eatery in NZ.  We are treated to jaw-dropping alpine views, with plenty 

of spring snow still around.  The Pinnacles Café has a good selection 

of food for our lunch (buy individually to suit your taste).  Glide, Sky Waka-style, 

back down the mountain and return to the Chateau mid-afternoon.  Perfect timing 

if you choose to indulge in the Chateauôs famous óHigh Teaô?    
Friday  Our last appointment in the area is at Horopito Motors - In the 1940s Bill 

Cole established a motor garage, repair shop and crash towing service.  Billôs 

philosophy was that when a car came into the yard it would be stripped of parts 

and whatever was not sold would just (g)-8(he)3ay here.  Nothing was scrapped, which 

explains the vast collection of parts that are here today from the 1920s through to 

today.  You will be amazed!  Then thereôs time for Lunch at the National Park 

Railway Station Café before we board the Northern Explorer Train at 1.15pm.  

The biggest thrill about our homeward train journey is experiencing the Raurimu Spiral, a railway engineering 

masterpiece.  There is a Buffet Car, on board, for Dinner.  Completed in 1909 The Main Trunk Line takes us all the 

way back to Auckland Railway Station, where Ron will be waiting for us, in the SHIP n SHORE coach, at 6.50pm. 
 
$1,733 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  Air NZ Flight Auckland to Palmerston North.  3 nights 

Hotel Twin Share Accommodation with 3x Buffet Breakfasts and 3x Dinners.  Robotic Dairy Farm Tour (incl. Lunch), 

Northern Explorer Train from Palmerston North to Ohakune and National Park to Auckland.  Waiouru Army Museum 

Guided Tour, Silica Rapids Walk, Sky Waka and Goat Mountain Transport and Horopito Motors entry.  Single Room 

is + $418.  A deposit of $300 Per Person is required to secure booking with balance payment due by Sat 21st 
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éé East Cape tour continued éé 

Wednesday ï Tikitiki Church, Mt Hikurangi, Ruatoria, Te Puia 

Springs, Lunch at Te Puka Tavern (incl.) at Tokomaru.  Then 

Tolaga Bay (longest wharf), Whangara Bay (where Whale Rider 

was filmed) and on to Gisborne ñFirst City of the Sunò overnight 

Emerald Hotel -2 nights  
Thursday ï Free morning.  Gisborne Sights; Stingray Feeding!  

Princess Diôs tree, Cooks Landing, Kaiti Hill, Waikanae Beach.   
Friday - Guided Tour of Eastwoodhill Arboretum and then the 

dramatic Waioeka Gorge - Rere Falls and Rockslide, Lunch at 

Matawai (incl.), then Wairata, Goldsmiths, Oponae and Tauranga 

Bridge.  Dinner at Whakatane Sportsfishing Club - overnight 

White Island Rendezvous, Whakatane.   

Saturday ï Homeward bound via the stunning Karangahake Gorge, 

we make stops at Te Puke for morning tea, Katikati for Lunch and 

Mercer for a comfort/ice cream/Pokeno Bacon stop.   
 
$2,187 Per Person includes Transport with 6x nights Twin Share 

Accommodation with 6x Breakfasts, 6x Dinners and 4x Lunches.  

Stingray Feeding, East Cape Manuka Honey and Eastwoodhill 

Arboretum Guided Tours. Single Room is + $564.    A deposit of $500 

Per Person is required to secure your booking with balance payment 

due by Fri 3rd Sep 2021, one month prior to travel.      

Contact SHIP n SHORE Tours for a Detailed Itinerary. 

   

 
 

By popular request we are returning to Hobbiton!  This time we are sampling their new product ï óSecond Breakfastô, 

and we dine inside the newly completed Millhouse (we watched it under construction and we canôt wait to go inside). 

Being a Hobbit fan is not a prerequisite to join this tour, weôre not, but we just love Hobbiton!  Thereôs just something 

about the place that is whimsical and magical and everything 

you might imagine in a utopia wonderland. 
 
Saturday  We head out to the Firth of Thames coast to Kaiaua 

Fisheries to have one of their 

famous Fish ón Chip Lunches.  

Drive the Seabird Coast to Paeroa 

to check out the antique shops.  

We arrive - óWelcome to Hobbitonô 

(Matamata) to check into the 

Broadway Motel.   

Dinner at a nearby Restaurant.    
Sunday  A simple Continental Breakfast (first breakfast) at our 

Motel before we drive the short distance to Hobbiton Shire.  

We begin with a drive through the 1,250 acre sheep farm to 

reach the 12 acre movie set as our guide recounts fascinating 

details of how Hobbiton Movie Set was created.  Hobbit 

Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, The Mill and other structures transformed this Waikato farmland into The Shire from 

Middle Earth.  After our tour and a visit to The Green Dragon Inn, follow our guide over the double arch stone bridge 

to The Millhouse, where we will be treated to a breakfast spread fit for a Hobbit!  The breakfast table will be heaped 

with everything you will need to set you up for the day (and maybe beyond!).  We 

walk back through Hobbiton to board our bus and leave The Shire.  Where better to 

make an afternoon stop to keep the wonderland theme alive, than Morrinsville, with 

its street art featuring over 50 life-size cow statues all brightly individually painted 

celebrating both the strong dairying sector and the townôs growing art culture.  We 

make a comfort/ice cream/Pokeno Bacon stop at Mercer on our way home.   
 
$664 Per Person Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  One nightôs Twin Share 

Motel Accommodation with a simple Continental Breakfast and Dinner.  Kaiaua Fish 

ón Chips Lunch and Hobbiton óSecond Breakfastô Guided Tour, as described above.  

Single Room is + $154.  A Deposit of $100 Per Person is required to secure this 

booking with balance payment due by Thu 16th Sep 2021, one month prior to travel.                                        Page 3. 

Tolaga Bay Wharf 

HOBBITON óSecond Breakfastô ï 2 Days                                SAT 16th to SUN 17th OCT 2021 
 




