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Hi Travel Club Members and Friends 

We continue to truck along well and we are excited about the new tours we have on offer in this newsletter.  We 

have brought back a few old favourites, but even they have had a bit of a shake up to make them more exciting.   
 
DEMENTIA AUCKLAND Donations:   
Passengers (refunds, donations) = $1,448 
Everybody that chose to donate any refund/overpayment money should have received a 

receipt directly from Dementia Auckland.  Please contact us if you have not.   

Percentage of profits from Each Tour = $3,782 
Total amount donated to Dementia Auckland to date = $5,230 ….. since Jan ’21, not bad during a Global Pandemic! 

Off to a cracking start and the team at Dementia Auckland are thrilled we chose to support them.   

We are proud to say that booking with SHIP n SHORE  is a guaranteed donation to Dementia Auckland.    
Our new website:  Our new website is finally up and running.  We’ve just got to learn how to keep it up to date…eek!  

The website also includes a link to Dementia Auckland, if you wish to donate directly to them.  
 
  

Happy 25th Birthday to SHIP n SHORE Tours  On the 1st September 2021 SHIP n SHORE Tours and Cruises Ltd 

has been open for business for a quarter of a century!  25,000 people on over a thousand tours seems quite surreal.  

What a milestone!  “Bruce, do you remember our very first tour to Sheepworld on 1st September 1996?  I do.”  This 

is also a really good time to thank you all for trusting us to deliver great tours.  We don’t always get it right but still 

strive to improve our service in a way that works for us all.  We are especially grateful of your support over the past 

year, when being in the tourist industry has been extremely challenging.  Thank you.  Feeling fortunate to be in NZ.  
  
To book the tour of your choice, ring/email to check availability first, then fill in the Tour Booking Form on Page 8 

and post/email as soon as you’ve made your payment (payments need to be made as soon as we have confirmed 

your booking, to secure your place).  Please check the ‘Conditions and Refunds’ on Page 8 prior to booking, to avoid 

confusion.  Free membership to everyone, with free home pick-ups for most areas of the Hibiscus Coast and North 

Shore.  If you live outside these areas we can arrange to meet you at a central location en-route.   

If you receive two newsletters please pass one on to a neighbor or friend.                     Kind regards - Karen and Ron 

 

 

Here’s something a little different, no matter what you’re in to.    
Thursday:  We drive out to Sunset Beach, Port Waikato then 

through some amazing rock formations to Waikaretu Café for 

lunch (included).  We arrive at the luxury Novotel Tainui Hotel 

(2 nights, riverside, next to Casino) late afternoon.    
Friday:  A leisurely start before heading to Mystery Creek.  We 

spend 4 hours (11-3) at the Motorhome, Caravan and Leisure 

Show wandering amongst lots of Motorhomes and Caravans 

plus the many industry related accessory providers, offering a 

huge selection of everything to make your outdoor lifestyle 

complete!  Even if you are not into the Great Outdoors, this will 

be worth seeing.  Or chose to relax at our luxurious hotel, between the river boardwalk and the central city.    
Saturday:  Hamilton Gardens for a Guided Tour of the Surrealist Garden, where the bizarre meets the outrageous 

and then making more sense is the Kitchen Garden, of European 18th century style. Hungry?  Board the floating 

café, Kiwi Cat, and cruise through the City of Hamilton.  Lunch and a 30-minute promenade walk are included in this 

cruise.  We depart Hamilton, for home, with a stop at Mercer enroute.  A great little 3-Day Break from home!  
 
$1,164 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  Two nights Twin Share Hotel Accommodation with  

2x Full Buffet Breakasts, 2x Lunches and 2x Dinners.   Mystery Creek entry, Hamilton Gardens Guided Tour plus 

Waikato River Lunch Cruise.  Single Room is + $376.  A Deposit of $200 Per Person is required to secure booking, 

with balance payment due by Mon 16th Aug 2021, one month prior to travel.   

MYSTERY CREEK – A Day at ‘Motorhome, Caravan & Leisure Show’ - 3 Days        THU 16 to SAT 18 SEP 
 

Onetangi Beach Races Motorhome Group Tour 

http://www.shipnshore.co.nz/
mailto:tours@shipnshore.co.nz


 

 

 

Spring has sprung!  Kick the Winter Blues with this little gem of a tour!  
 
Tuesday  Fly Auckland to Palmerston North and head straight out to a 

Robotic Dairy Farm.  Hear how these farmers have trained their cows to milk 

themselves! …with the help of three Lely Astronaut A4 robots.  You will have 

a chance to get up close to the cows, walk through paddocks and Lunch in 

‘Poppa’s Shed’.   Learn how the farm transitioned to robotics, animal health, 

grazing systems, feeding regime, plus breeding and calving.  This will be 

great!   We overnight at the Copthorne Palmerston North Hotel.  
Wednesday  This morning we catch the Northern Explorer Train taking us 

through the dramatic white cliffs of the Mangaweka Gorge through Taihape 

then on to Ohakune, where Ron is waiting for us, with the SHIP n SHORE 

coach.  We pay our respects at Tangiwhai before arriving at the Waiouru 

Army Museum for a Guided Tour of the unique collections of military 

artifacts, life-sized exhibits and the beautifully moving Tears on Greenstone.  ‘Lest we Forget’.  We stay two nights at 

the ‘Grand old Lady’ - Chateau Tongariro Hotel.   
Thursday  After Breakfast, join Ron and Karen on the nearby DOC 

(Easy Grade) optional, Silica Rapids Walk, including a swing bridge, 

native bush, boardwalks, glorious mountain views, volcanic rocks and 

orange river beds (40mins or 90 mins).  At midday the Mountain Goat 

(shuttle) picks us up from our hotel and takes us up the mountain to 

Whakapapa Ski Resort to the Sky Waka (gondola).  This ‘cabin’ can 

seat 10 people and has floor to ceiling windows, taking us up 1.8km to 

the Pinnacles Café 2,020m above sea level, making this the highest 

eatery in NZ.  We are treated to jaw-dropping alpine views, with plenty 

of spring snow still around.  The Pinnacles Café has a good selection 

of food for our lunch (buy individually to suit your taste).  Glide, Sky Waka-style, 

back down the mountain and return to the Chateau mid-afternoon.  Perfect timing 

if you choose to indulge in the Chateau’s famous ‘High Tea’?    
Friday  Our last appointment in the area is at Horopito Motors - In the 1940s Bill 

Cole established a motor garage, repair shop and crash towing service.  Bill’s 

philosophy was that when a car came into the yard it would be stripped of parts 

and whatever was not sold would just stay here.  Nothing was scrapped, which 

explains the vast collection of parts that are here today from the 1920s through to 

today.  You will be amazed!  Then there’s time for Lunch at the National Park 

Railway Station Café before we board the Northern Explorer Train at 1.15pm.  

The biggest thrill about our homeward train journey is experiencing the Raurimu Spiral, a railway engineering 

masterpiece.  There is a Buffet Car, on board, for Dinner.  Completed in 1909 The Main Trunk Line takes us all the 

way back to Auckland Railway Station, where Ron will be waiting for us, in the SHIP n SHORE coach, at 6.50pm. 
 
$1,733 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  Air NZ Flight Auckland to Palmerston North.  3 nights 

Hotel Twin Share Accommodation with 3x Buffet Breakfasts and 3x Dinners.  Robotic Dairy Farm Tour (incl. Lunch), 

Northern Explorer Train from Palmerston North to Ohakune and National Park to Auckland.  Waiouru Army Museum 

Guided Tour, Silica Rapids Walk, Sky Waka and Goat Mountain Transport and Horopito Motors entry.  Single Room 

is + $418.  A deposit of $300 Per Person is required to secure booking with balance payment due by Sat 21st Aug 

2021, one month prior to travel. 

 

 

 

We’re excited about the changes to this old favourite tour - we are now spending the first 

night, beachside, at Mt Maunganui and we’ve increased this tour to 7 days so we can 

include Stingray Feeding and more Gisborne Sights. 
 
Sunday -  Matamata, Kaimai Ranges to the Bay of Plenty - overnight at Oceanside Resort, 

Mt Maunganui.    
Monday - Ohope Beach, Ohiwa Harbour, Opotiki Lunch (incl.).  Great scenery en route to 

overnight Te Kaha Beach Resort.   
Tuesday – Hicks Bay and Te Araroa.  Tour of East Cape Manuka Honey before driving 

out to East Cape lighthouse to see East Island and time to walk right up to the lighthouse! 

- overnight Hicks Bay Motel.        …… continued over page                Page 2. 

SPRING GETAWAY  incl. Trains, Robotic Farming and SNOW! – 4 Day TUE 21st to FRI 24th SEP 2021 

EAST CAPE incl. Waioeka Gorge and Stingray Feeding! – NOW  7 Days       SUN 3rd to SAT 9th OCT 2021 
 



 

…… East Cape tour continued …… 

Wednesday – Tikitiki Church, Mt Hikurangi, Ruatoria, Te Puia 

Springs, Lunch at Te Puka Tavern (incl.) at Tokomaru.  Then 

Tolaga Bay (longest wharf), Whangara Bay (where Whale Rider 

was filmed) and on to Gisborne “First City of the Sun” overnight 

Emerald Hotel -2 nights  
Thursday – Free morning.  Gisborne Sights; Stingray Feeding!  

Princess Di’s tree, Cooks Landing, Kaiti Hill, Waikanae Beach.   
Friday - Guided Tour of Eastwoodhill Arboretum and then the 

dramatic Waioeka Gorge - Rere Falls and Rockslide, Lunch at 

Matawai (incl.), then Wairata, Goldsmiths, Oponae and Tauranga 

Bridge.  Dinner at Whakatane Sportsfishing Club - overnight 

White Island Rendezvous, Whakatane.   

Saturday – Homeward bound via the stunning Karangahake Gorge, 

we make stops at Te Puke for morning tea, Katikati for Lunch and 

Mercer for a comfort/ice cream/Pokeno Bacon stop.   
 
$2,187 Per Person includes Transport with 6x nights Twin Share 

Accommodation with 6x Breakfasts, 6x Dinners and 4x Lunches.  

Stingray Feeding, East Cape Manuka Honey and Eastwoodhill 

Arboretum Guided Tours. Single Room is + $564.    A deposit of $500 

Per Person is required to secure your booking with balance payment 

due by Fri 3rd Sep 2021, one month prior to travel.      

Contact SHIP n SHORE Tours for a Detailed Itinerary. 

   

 
 

By popular request we are returning to Hobbiton!  This time we are sampling their new product – ‘Second Breakfast’, 

and we dine inside the newly completed Millhouse (we watched it under construction and we can’t wait to go inside). 

Being a Hobbit fan is not a prerequisite to join this tour, we’re not, but we just love Hobbiton!  There’s just something 

about the place that is whimsical and magical and everything 

you might imagine in a utopia wonderland. 
 
Saturday  We head out to the Firth of Thames coast to Kaiaua 

Fisheries to have one of their 

famous Fish ‘n Chip Lunches.  

Drive the Seabird Coast to Paeroa 

to check out the antique shops.  

We arrive - ‘Welcome to Hobbiton’ 

(Matamata) to check into the 

Broadway Motel.   

Dinner at a nearby Restaurant.    
Sunday  A simple Continental Breakfast (first breakfast) at our 

Motel before we drive the short distance to Hobbiton Shire.  

We begin with a drive through the 1,250 acre sheep farm to 

reach the 12 acre movie set as our guide recounts fascinating 

details of how Hobbiton Movie Set was created.  Hobbit 

Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, The Mill and other structures transformed this Waikato farmland into The Shire from 

Middle Earth.  After our tour and a visit to The Green Dragon Inn, follow our guide over the double arch stone bridge 

to The Millhouse, where we will be treated to a breakfast spread fit for a Hobbit!  The breakfast table will be heaped 

with everything you will need to set you up for the day (and maybe beyond!).  We 

walk back through Hobbiton to board our bus and leave The Shire.  Where better to 

make an afternoon stop to keep the wonderland theme alive, than Morrinsville, with 

its street art featuring over 50 life-size cow statues all brightly individually painted 

celebrating both the strong dairying sector and the town’s growing art culture.  We 

make a comfort/ice cream/Pokeno Bacon stop at Mercer on our way home.   
 
$664 Per Person Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  One night’s Twin Share 

Motel Accommodation with a simple Continental Breakfast and Dinner.  Kaiaua Fish 

‘n Chips Lunch and Hobbiton ‘Second Breakfast’ Guided Tour, as described above.  

Single Room is + $154.  A Deposit of $100 Per Person is required to secure this 

booking with balance payment due by Thu 16th Sep 2021, one month prior to travel.                                        Page 3. 

Tolaga Bay Wharf 

HOBBITON ‘Second Breakfast’ – 2 Days                                SAT 16th to SUN 17th OCT 2021 
 



 

 

This year, we have replaced all our private gardens (except Korito – everyone loves Dee!) to make an impressive 

total of nine, along with Guided Walks in the showcase gardens of Pukekura Park and Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust.  
  

Featuring some of the best private gardens in New Plymouth – Kairau 

Lodge and Vineyard for stunning gardens and wine tasting, Gabot’s for 

quirky garden art and even a traction engine!  Willow Creek dares to be 

different, Te Popo for a native parkland plus its life-sized safari animals, 

Sequioa Steps for an after-dark lighting experience, Windsor View for 

birdsong amongst this open space garden, Hillsborough Hideaway Haven 

to see a landscape project on a grand scale - ride the train through the 

garden, Winlea Acre for subtropicals and orchids, and finally our favourite 

Korito where Dee with wow you with her permaculture Food Forest.    
But it’s not all about gardens - Cruise, by scenic lifeboat (launched on 

Rails!) to a seal colony, walk the fabulous Coastal Walkway, visit Tawhiti 

Museum (with indoor cruise).  Also see Puke Ariki Museum and Govett Brewster Art Gallery.    
 
$1,632 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  Four nights Twin Share Hotel Accom. with 4x 

Breakfasts and 4x Dinners. 9x Private Gardens, Pukekura Park, Pukeiti, Tawhiti Museum and Chaddy’s Cruise.  

Single Room is + $438.  A deposit of $400 Per Person is required to secure booking, with balance payment due by 

Thu 7th Oct 2021, one month prior to travel.       Contact SHIP n SHORE Tours for your Detailed Itinerary.    

                                      

       

 

We ran this in the last newsletter and will do it one more time to satisfy the waitlist 

of people who missed out.  There are still a few spaces left –  
 
We make our way to Waikino Railway Station for lunch before boarding our 

heritage Goldfields Train for an excursion to the town of Waihi, to our awaiting 

coach.  We arrive at Whakatane’s White Island Rendezvous Motel late afternoon.  

Dinner is at the Whakatane Sportfishing Club.  
Friday:  Today is Railcarts Day - This three hour self-drive Railcart (Golf Cart on 

Rails) experience over 4 bridges through numerous cuttings with native bush also 

includes morning tea, a brilliant short bush walk, chicken feeding (so many!) and 

a sausage sizzle.  Travel alongside lakes Rotoma, Rotoehu and Rotoiti to overnight at the Holiday Inn, Rotorua.  
Thursday:  Redwoods Treewalk – Suspended high above the forest floor, encounter 75 metre tall giant redwoods as 

you walk across eco-suspended bridges and platforms.  The walk begins with a spiral ramp to get you to the 9m 

level.  If you don’t have a head for heights there is a lovely bush walk at ground level.  We make a lunch stop at 

Tirau and a comfort/ice cream/Pokeno Bacon stop at Mercer on our way home.   
 
$962 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  Two nights Twin Share Accommodation with 2 Dinners 

and 2 Breakfasts.  Waikino Lunch, Goldfields Train, Railcart (incl. morning tea & sausage sizzle) and Redwoods 

Treewalk.  Single Room is + $254.  A deposit of $200 Per Person is required to secure this booking with balance of 

payment due by Mon 25th Oct 2021, one month prior to travel. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAILS and TRAILS – 3 Days  Goldfields Railway, Railcarts & Treetop Walk   THU 25th to SAT 27th NOV 2021 

 

 

TARANAKI RHODODENDRON Tour – 5 Days                                          SUN 7th to THU 11th NOV 2021 
 

Page 4 Pin-Ups 

Helen – Puzzle World Rotoroa Island Leo & Brenda – Stewart Is. 



 

 

 

This is something we have wanted to do for a very long 

time - A group of people self-driving rental Motorhomes, 

touring a beautiful section of the South Island, and 

meeting up each night for drinks with a few group dinners 

along the way.      Limited to just 10 Motorhomes.    
This tour will appeal to people who have always wanted 

to give Motorhome touring a go, maybe you’d like to have 

a unique Motorhome holiday with a family member (son, 

daughter, etc) or you might even be thinking of buying a 

motorhome yourself.  This self-drive tour allows you the 

freedom to visit places for as long or as little as you like, 

deviating off the direct routes to explore.  Relax knowing 

that your overnight destination is sorted, where you can 

enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow travelers.  This is not a Motorhome convoy (ten Motorhomes traveling in a row).    
This classic Christchurch to Queenstown road trip keeps the Southern Alps in your sights, amidst idyllic rural 

scenes, surreal blue lakes and rivers.  Along the way are world-class wineries, hiking and cycle trails.  From majestic 

Lake Tekapo, mountains of Wanaka and Queenstown to the quaintness of Arrowtown - this road trip will deliver!  
Below is a brief itinerary of places you may see on the way, or with a slight deviation.  Also possible activities.    

Wednesday:  Fly Auckland to Christchurch.  Transfer to Cathedral Square to overnight Novotel Christchurch Hotel.    
Thursday:  Introduction to your Motorhome.  Drive to Geraldine (139km 2hrs).  Scenic Inland Route, Southern Alps, 

Methven.   Self-Catered communal BBQ tonight, celebrating our first night on the road.     
Friday:  To Lake Tekapo (105km 2 hrs).  Fairlie, Twizel, Lake Ruataniwha, Omarama wood fired Hot Pools, Clay 

Cliffs, Lake Benmore, Burkes Pass, Church of the Good Shepherd, Mt John Observatory Dark Sky Project.  
Saturday:  To Mt Cook (115km 1.5hrs).  Twizel, Lake Pukaki, Scenic Flight (with snow landing) on Tasman Glacier, 

Tasman Lake walk to view glacier (easy 1 hr), Sir Edmund Hillary Alpine Centre - Mt Cook Magic movie.    
Sunday:  Café Breakfast (incl.) To Wanaka (236km 3 hrs).  Lindis Pass, Mt Aspiring, Puzzle Centre, Lavendar Farm.  
Monday:  To Queenstown (125km 1.5hrs).  Cardrona Hotel, Cromwell and Old Cromwell Town, Lake Dunstan, 

Clyde Dam, Bannockburn Wine Tours, Highlands Motorsport Park, Kawarau Gorge, AJ Hackett Bungy, Gibbston 

Vineyard, Arrowtown.  Ride the Gondola up 450m to the top of Bob’s Peak for a Buffet Group Dinner tonight (incl.).  
Tuesday:  Queenstown.  Lake Wakatipu, TSS Earnslaw Cruise, Basket of Dreams walk, Fergs Pies, Gardens.  
Wednesday:  Optional Glenorchy (92km 1.5hrs) and then Paradise on the way (+ 26km).  Afternoon return of 

Motorhome at Queenstown Depot.  Transfer to Novotel Queenstown Hotel.  Farewell Dinner tonight.   
Thursday:  Morning Free.  Coach transfer for Afternoon flight Queenstown to Auckland.  Shuttle return to home. 
 
About the Motorhomes - We will be hiring modern 3-Berth (2 people), 7m long, Fully Insured, Fully Self-Contained 

(toilet, shower) Mercedes Motorhomes or similar.  These Motorhomes have one Double Berth which can convert to 

two Singles plus 1x shorter Single (1.75m long).  Each Motorhome also has a fridge/freezer, microwave, gas stove, 

sink, hot/cold pressurised water, air conditioning, heating, internal walk through, various entertainment devices, 

BBQ, outdoor table, etc.  In the Detailed Itinerary there will be a full list of everyday essentials, kitchen equipment, 

linen and bedding plus extra inclusions.  All vehicles are easy-to-drive and can be driven on a normal car licence.  

These diesel powered automatic 7m vehicles are an ideal size for driving and parking and all have reversing 

cameras.  But you need to be comfortable hopping into the driver’s seat of an unfamiliar vehicle.   
Each night, during the Motorhome rental period, we will be booked into a well-equipped camp ground with powered 

sites, allowing you to plug in and use the camps electricity rather than draining your own.  These campgrounds all 

have hot showers, toilets, communal kitchens and laundry facilities.  Some have basic shops.  One even has a cafe! 
 
$3,384 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Shuttle Transfers. Air NZ flights Auckland/Christchurch and 

Queenstown/Auckland.  Airport/Motorhome Depot transfers in Christchurch and Queenstown.  2 nights *Twin Share  

Novotel Hotel Accommodation (Christchurch and Queenstown) with Dinner and Breakfast plus Skyline Gondola 

Buffet Dinner and Mt Cook Café Breakfast.  7 Day 3-Berth **Motorhome rental incl. an ‘All-Inclusive Insurance’ 

package (excess reduced to Nil), unlimited km and all RUC charges paid.  Also included are the campground 

powered site fees, each night.  A Deposit of $900 Per Person is required to secure this booking with balance 

payment due by Sun 12th Sep 2021, 80 days prior to travel.  
*We will not be matching people up so you need to have your Motorhome mate in mind before you book this tour.  If 

there are three or four of you wishing to travel in one (bigger) Motorhome, please contact SHIP n SHORE for details.    
**Diesel, gas bottle top up and food/beverages for your Motorhome are at your own expense. All Meals during the 

Motorhome rental period, other than the Skyline Gondola Dinner, are self-catered or at own expense (if dining out).  
Contact SHIP n SHORE Tours for your Detailed Itinerary (this will cover a lot more information).        Page 5. 

MOTORHOME Self-Drive Group Tour - Christchurch to Queenstown - 9 Days   WED 1st to THU 9th DEC 2021 

 



 

 
Escape with us and relax on our closest resort island, Waiheke.  We’ve always wanted to be at the Onetangi 

Beach Horse Races and finally we’ve managed to secure the Onetangi Beachfront Apartments for front row seats! 
 
Friday:  We are booked on the midday Ferry to 

Waiheke Is.  Oneroa for lunch and time to wander 

through the island’s main shopping area.  Then drive 

through Blackpool, Palm Beach, Surfdale and Ostend 

before arriving our home for three nights – Onetangi 

Beachfront Apartments.  Dinner is at Wild on Waiheke.  
Saturday:  This morning we drive to Orapiu to board 

our Fast Ferry Catamaran for the 15-minute crossing to 

Rotoroa Island.  We spend all day enjoying the magic 

that’s been created on Rotoroa - explore the history of 

the old Salvation Army Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation 

Settlement, including the jail, schoolhouse, butchery 

and chapel.  Rotoroa combines its rich social history with beautiful beaches, walking trails, heritage buildings and 

fantastic sculptures dotted about the island.  Bring your togs!  Late avo, we reboard our ferry and return to our 

awaiting bus at Orapiu, to return us to Onetangi Beach.  Dinner tonight is at the nearby Charlie Farleys Restaurant.    
Sunday:  Here it is – The Onetangi Beach Horse Racing is a full day, with a carnival atmosphere and while the horse 

gallop races are the main attraction they are by no means the only events today.  Races include - tractors, kids kart 

(ponies and gigs), Sealegs (amphibious craft), wheelbarrow and waka.  There is the Fullers Fashion Parade, Market 

and Food Stalls, Silent Auction and Raffles.  Organised by Rotary Waiheke it is their key fundraiser supporting local 

charities.  It will be a great day!  Dinner tonight is at Ki Maha Restaurant, right next door to our accommodation.  
Monday:  Before we leave, drive through Rocky Bay, the Causeway and Puteki Bay to see all the house boats in the 

mud.  We have lunch with the locals (incl.) and then return to Auckland on the 2pm Ferry.  Shuttles will be waiting. 
 
$1,643 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Transport.  Three nights Twin Share Accommodation with 3x Continental 

Breakfasts, 2x Lunches and 3x Dinners.  Ferry to/from Waiheke and to/from Rotoroa.  Single Room is + $586.   

A deposit of $400 Per Person is required to secure booking, with balance payment due by Tue 11th Jan 2022, one 

month prior to travel. 

 

 

 
Last newsletter we Focused on Tutukaka and this time it’s Canterbury’s turn to be our base while we have a good 

look around.  We operated a similar tour 12 years ago, just one year prior to the devastating earthquakes.  We have 

been back, for a quick look, every year since and have watched the new Christchurch literally rise up from under 

mountains of rubble. Napier did it beautifully in 1930 and now it is said that Christchurch is ‘NZs most livable City’.  

Spend some time here and it’s easy to see why…… 
 
Monday:  Fly NZ537 from Auckland to Christchurch at 11.30am.  Ron and Karen will be there to meet you and we 

head straight to the very French settlement of Akaroa, arriving mid-avo.  Free time.  Overnight Akaroa Village Inn.  
Tuesday:  Akaroa Harbour Nature 2hr Cruise (rare Hector’s 

Dolphin).  Lunch at The Giant’s House (prepare to be blown away 

by this place!), a quirky mosaic art-filled garden.  Return to 

Christchurch.  Cathedral Square - 

Rendezvous Hotel (4 nights).  
Wednesday: TranzAlpine Train 

(Chch/Greymouth/Chch). 

Experience one of the greatest 

train journeys in the world with free 

time for lunch in Greymouth.  
Thursday:  Christchurch City 

Sights, aboard the Historic Tram 

City Tour, with commentary.  Hop on and off all day – Avon River Punting, Art 

Gallery, Museum, Botanic Gardens, Hagley Park, Quake City, New Regent St and  

more.  It’s a great way to navigate your way around the city.  Dinner at own expense.    
Friday:  Beyond the City – Walking the Brighton Pier and Sumner Beach.  Ride the 

Christchurch Gondola to the top of the Port Hills for views of the city and Lyttleton 

Harbour. Experience the Time Tunnel & enjoy our Buffet Lunch (incl.) at Red Rock Café.    

…….continued over page ……                                     Page 6.  

ONETANGI BEACH HORSE RACING Waiheke Island – 4 Days                  FRI 11th to MON 14th FEB 2022 
 

Focus On … CHRISTCHURCH  including Akaroa – 6 Days                     MON 21st to SAT 26th FEB 2022 

 

Mosaic Sculptures! 



 

…….. Friday continued …….. 

Back down, we are booked for a Guided Tour of Riccarton House (1856), on the Avon River.  Hear how the Deans 

Brothers were the first to bring sheep to Canterbury.  See the original 

Deans Cottage (1843).  Tonight we are treated to a delicious evening 

meal aboard the historic Tramway Restaurant, traveling along the 

city circuit while we dine. A unique colonial-style dining experience 

with fine cuisine and excellent service.    
Saturday:  A cruise to Ripapa Island, in Lyttleton Harbour to walk 

amongst ruins.  Originally a Maori Pa site, then becoming Fort 

Jervois in WWI, a Prison (housing Julian von Luckner), see WWII 8” 

guns.  Then used as a quarantine island till DOC took it over in 1990.   

Free time in Lyttleton for Lunch before flying to Auckland at 3pm. 
 

$2,440 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Transport.  5 nights Inn/Hotel Twin Share Accom. with 5x Breakfasts, 2x 

Lunches, 4x Dinners (incl. Tramway Dining).  Flights Akld/Chch/Akld.  Akaroa Harbour and Ripapa Island Cruises, 

Giants House Garden Tour with Lunch, *Tranz Alpine Train, Christchurch Tram Sightseeing and Tramway Dining, 

Gondola ride with Lunch, Riccarton House Guided Tour.  Single Room is + $794.  A deposit of $600 Per Person is 

required to secure this booking with balance payment due by Fri 21st Jan 2022, one month prior to travel.   

Contact SHIP n SHORE Tours for your Detailed Itinerary.                           

*At the time of writing Kiwi Rail had not set their 2022 timetable.  

 

Sun  

 

Most years we operate the popular Top of the South Island tours, but we always mix up the destinations a bit.  This 

year features an absolute favourite of ours; Staying in Abel Tasman’s luxury lodges for two nights, but that’s not all, 

we are treated to a Mussel Cruise in the Marlborough Sounds and also spend time exploring in and around Nelson.   
 
Wednesday:  Fly Auckland to Wellington at 11am, board the Interislander Ferry to cross Cook Strait into the 

Queen Charlotte Sounds to disembark in the pretty little maritime village of Picton.  Overnight Beachcomber Inn  
Thursday:  A free morning in Picton before lunch in Blenheim.  Next we have our Mussel Cruise – 

steamed mussels, yum!  We arrive Nelson early evening.  Two nights - Trailways Hotel   
Friday:  Nelson Sightseeing – Boulder Bank views, Rabbit Is., trendy Mapua Wharf (art gallery, 

crafts, cafes), Monaco Peninsula and then join a Pics Peanut Butter Tour.  An amazing story.  
Saturday:  Abel Tasman National Park – We drive to Motueka, meet our park guides at 

Kaiteriteri Beach where we board our vessel to cruise through the National 

Park to our first lodge, Meadowbank Homestead, Awaroa in time for pre-

dinner drinks.  Over the next 3 Days do as little or as much track/beach 

walking as you wish or just launch-hop and lodge-relax the whole way.  Our 

guides have many stories to tell about Maori and European settlers and the 

unique natural wonders along the coast.  They will design each day to be as 

active or relaxed as you wish.  All Lodge rooms have private en-suite 

bathrooms.  All luggage is 

carried by launch and 

passengers are taken part or 

all of the way by launch also.    
Sunday:  Abel Tasman National Park - It’s like waking up in another 

world, no cars, no phones, just abundant birdlife.  For the walkers – 

make your way through native forest with magnificent coastal views, 

crossing the swing bridge at Falls River or see a different aspect of it, 

from the launch, that takes us to our 2nd beachfront lodge – Torrent 

Bay Lodge.  It is rare to be able to stay overnight in a National Park!  
Monday:  Abel Tasman National Park – If walking, discover the 

pristine bays and headlands.  Stop for lunch, then walk on to Marahau 

to meet up with the launch group, before transferring back to Motueka to our awaiting coach.  We head to Nelson 

Airport for our 6pm flight back to Auckland.  Shuttles will be waiting at Auckland Airport to return you home.    

Contact SHIP n SHORE for your Detailed Itinerary.         
 
$3,463 Per Person  Includes Door to Door Coach Transport.  5x nights Twin Share Hotel/Lodge Accommodation 

with 5x Breakfasts, 3x Lunches and 5x Dinners.  Flights Akld/Wgtn and Nelson/Akld.  Interislander Ferry (Wgtn to 

Picton), Greenshell Mussel Cruise, Pics Peanut Butter Tour, Ferry Transport and Guides in Abel Tasman.  Single 

Room is + $639  A deposit of $800 Per Person is required to secure this booking with balance payment due by Sun 

9th Jan 2022, two months prior to travel.                Page 7. 

TOP of the SOUTH ISLAND incl. Abel Tasman National Park – 6 Days          WED 9th to MON 14th MAR 2022 

Ripapa Island 



 

                
 

With the borders beginning to open, many people are asking if we will be organising any overseas tours in the near 

future.  The answer is no, we are not keen to leap into overseas travel until we feel comfortable that the risks of 

possible border closures and passenger safety are well and truly behind us.  At the time of writing (June 2021) our 

government has suspended all Melbourne/NZ flights and Melbourne is, once again, in the middle of a two week total 

Lockdown.  We do not want this type of scenario to catch any of us out.  It’s one thing to be stranded in Melbourne, 

with family, but could you imagine being trapped on a South Pacific island?  We’ve had enough lockdown-related 

close calls in NZ to warn us off taking any unnecessary risks.  Throughout this pandemic SHIP n SHORE Tours 

have maintained a cautious approach and will continue to do so - Not great for business, but we sleep easy at night. 

But we have not forgotten that Fiji is the next overseas cab off the rank.   

 
Good Bye to Day Tours:  Over the past 25 years we’ve operated a whopping 558 Day Tours, but unfortunately they 

have come to the end of their road.  Our prices and length of time sitting in a bus does not compare favourably with 

outings put on by Retirement Villages and Special Interest Groups (60s Up, Probus, etc) who are able to use 

volunteer drivers with a central pick up and often do not include meals.  Another key factor is Auckland’s traffic – the 

time the Door to Door service now takes, at both ends of the day, has made Day Tours untenable for us all.   

 

NOTE: SHIP n SHORE Tours content is subject to change, due to circumstances arising beyond our control. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

TOUR BOOKING FORM and REGISTRATION FORM - no registration fee! 

CONDITIONS and REFUNDS:  Seats are not confirmed until tour payment has been received, and Boarding Pass issued.          

Seats cancelled incur a loss of $50 per person (unless individual tour specifies otherwise) plus any prepaid non-refundable 

services i.e. Rail, Air Content, etc.  Tours cancelled within one calendar month of departure only receive a refund (unless 

individual tour specifies otherwise) if we are able to re-sell the seat/s.   

NOTE:  Due to Health and Safety, we are unable to transport ‘Walking Frames’.  Therefore, you must have 

the ability to negotiate stairs and walk independently or with the aid of a walking stick.   

 

To avoid disappointment, please ring/email to book BEFORE you send the Tour Booking Form 
 

Name/s………………………………………………………………………..     Phone No…….………… 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………. Postal Code……………. 

 

Email Address ……………………………………………………………… 

PLEASE NOTE:  We cannot transport anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms. We will be relying on people’s 

integrity to keep us all safe.   

 

Any Special Requests (Dietary, etc) – 

          Optional Birthday (for a prezzie!) 

 

Tour Name/Date   Payment Enclosed   Hers Month………………..Day……… 

 

His Month……………….…Day………  

……………………   ……………………....    

 

Twin Bed Room       or       Double Bed Room       or       Single Room       (circle one)       

 

If your tour involves a flight please send us a photo copy of your Photo I.D. (Drivers Licence or Passport photo page)   
I have included a photo copy of my Photo I.D.    …….   (tick) 

 

Bank Details:  BNZ Orewa  02 0390 0028737 00 SHIP N SHORE TOURS   
We no longer accept cheques.  You can either pay online or get your bank teller to transfer the funds into our account. 

When paying directly into our bank account, please put your ‘Surname’ and ‘Tour Name’ as a reference.   

                   

Email To:  tours@shipnshore.co.nz   or Post To:  SHIP n SHORE Tours, PO Box 564, WHANGAPARAOA  0943

                                               Mid-Year 2021 
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FIJI or any other Overseas Destination                                  Sometime in the Future 

mailto:tours@shipnshore.co.nz

